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did not fail to visit his servants with his grace, and the Holy Ghost was
their guide and counsellor. In the meantime the emperor's answer arrived,
directing the execution of all who persisted in their confession and dis-
charging those who had recanted. The governor took the opportunity of
a public festival among the pagans, which drew vast crowds from all
parts; and ordered the martyrs to be brought before him with a design
of entertaining the people with the sight of their sufferings. After a re-
examination of them, finding them resolute he sentenced such of them as
were Roman citizens to lose their heads and ordered the rest to be thrown
to wild beasts. And now the glory of Jesus Christ was magnified in the
unexpected confession of such as had before denied their faith. Those
weak persons were examined apart with a view of giving them their liberty;
but upon their declaring themselves Christians they were sentenced to
suffer with the other martyrs. Some indeed still continued in their apostasy,
but then they were only such as never had the least trace of true faith nor
any regard for the wedding garment; strangers to the fear of God who,
by their way of living, had cast a scandal on the religion they professed
and who may justly be styled sons of perdition.

Alexander, a Phrygian by birth and a physician by profession, was
present when the apostates were brought this second time before the
governor. He had lived many years in Gaul and was universally remark-
able for his love of God and his freedom in publishing the gospel; for he
was full of an apostolical spirit. This man being near the tribunal at that
critical moment, he made several signs with his eyes and head to exhort
them to confess Jesus Christ with as much agitation as a woman in labour;
so that it was impossible he should pass unobserved. The heathens,
exasperated to see those confess who had recanted, clamoured against
Alexander as the author of this change. Upon which the governor,
turning towards him, asked him who and what he was. Alexander
answered he was a Christian, which so enraged the governor that, without
any further inquiry, he condemned him to be thrown to the wild beasts.
Accordingly, the next day, he was conducted into the arena with Attalus,
whom the governor, to oblige the people, had delivered up a second time
to the same punishment. Having undergone all the various torments
usually inflicted in the amphitheatre, they were dispatched with the sword.
Alexander was not heard to sigh or make the least complaint, conversing
only with God in his heart. When Attalus was placed in the iron chair,
and the broiling of his body exhaled an offensive smell, he turned to the
people and said to them in Latin, " This may, with some justice, be called
devouring men, and thin you are guilty of that inhuman act; but we are
neither guilty of this nor any other abominable practice we are accused of."
Being asked what was the name of his God, he replied, " God has not a
name like us mortals."